352      TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

be. The demonstration that is going on in Mysore about
the National Flag is a symptom of the time.

I must confess that I "was not aware of a popular
awakening in Mysore on a wide scale, as thete undoub-
tedly is. It gladdens me, as I hope it gladdens the Mysore
authorities. I suggest, therefore, that the best and only
remedy for the Maharaja and his Adviser, Sir Mir^a Ismail,
is to divest the Government of its autocracy and to make
popular representatives responsible for the administra-
tion of Mysore. The responsibility must be on the
broadest scale possible, if it is to ensure peace in MysojQe.
It has been suggested that the State being backward,
responsibility can only be a plant of slow growth. I have
never subscribed to that doctrine. It, is not a com-
pliment to the States. One would expect them, with all
the natural advantages in their favour, to show much.
greater progress than in unwieldy British India.

To the leaders of the people of Mysore, I will say;

These tragic deaths and injuries inflicted upon innocent
persons "would be a small price paid for the liberty of
the people. They may make an inquiry and the injured
and the heirs to the deceased may receive compensation.
But if I "were a, Mysorean, I "would not lay stress on per-
sonal gains; I -would use these sacrifices for gaining the
liberty for which they had been made voluntarily or in-
voluntarily. They should also remember that one condi-
tion of success is the retention of a truly non-violent spirit
and atmosphere under every conceivable circumstance. I
have been told that the people have been behaving with
exemplary non-violence and that the crowd bravely suffer-
ed the firing. If that is proved to be the case, I for one
will rejoice over the loss of life. It is the necessary price
paid for gaming liberty.